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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
We have just completed a first term like no other in Scoil Iognáid de Rís. Who would have
thought 12 months ago that not only our schools would grind to a halt but indeed the world.
Times have been challenging but we embraced the new normality in our school since we reopened on August 27th.
.
Your ongoing support is invaluable, and for this, I thank you most sincerely. This support coupled
with the fantastic work done by our Board of Management, staff and pupils has ensured that
we have remained safe and our boys have continued to learn. Everybody in our school
community has shown tremendous resilience and spirit throughout this first term and this is
what has brought us safely to Christmas. We are well used to the new procedures and routines
that are now engrained into our daily practice.
A special word of thanks to our cleaning and caretaking staff for completing our enhanced
cleaning regimes so well. No stone has been left unturned to ensure optimum levels of hygiene
in the school.
We wish Ms. Minogue every good wish in the coming months as she and her husband, Richie,
prepare to welcome a new addition to their family. We extend a warm welcome to Ms. Aoife
Cantwell who will teach Ms. Minogue’s 6th class for the remainder of the school year.
Scoil Iognáid de Rís is very proud to have received our second Amber Flag for promoting mental
health and wellbeing. We are also working towards our fifth Green Flag. This year’s theme is
biodiversity. Thanks to our hardworking committees who continue to do such great work.
On behalf of the Board of Management, staff and Parents’ Council I wish you a Happy, Safe and
Peaceful Christmas and every good wish in the New Year.
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh go léir.

.Niall Bergin, Principal.

Nuachtlitir Scoil Iognáid de Rís
Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

Enrolling in our School
We will commence accepting enrolment applications
for the school year 2021/2022 on January 7th 2021.
More information can be found on our website –
https://cbsprimarykilkenny.ie/

We would like to thank all the parents and pupils who
made the second annual CBS Team Hope Christmas
Shoebox Appeal such a success.
Last year the boys brought over 100 shoe boxes for
the Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal, but unfortunately,
due to Covid-19 restrictions, we had to look at
alternative ways of supporting this worthy cause.
On
Wednesday,
16th
December, we held a
Christmas Jumper/Colours
Day. Staff members and
pupils donned
their
Christmas Jumpers and
they brought in a donation
for Team Hope Shoe Box
Appeal. Thanks to your
generous support, we
raised €540. The boys should take great pride in
knowing they made a difference this Christmas.

C.B.S. Secondary School Admissions
We are very lucky here in Scoil Iognáid de Rís that
C.B.S. Secondary School has the following in their
Admissions Policy:
1. Brothers of present students, provided application
is made by due date.
2. Sons of serving staff members, provided
application is made by due date.
3. Applicants who are students of Scoil Iognaid
de Rís, Kilkenny and who were students in the
school on or before the commencement of
Third Class, provided application is made by
due date.
4. All other applicants.
This is something which is unique to our school and
is important to keep in mind as you make plans for
your son’s second level education.

I.N.T.O. Crossword Competition

Kilkenny Day
On Friday, October 9th , we celebrated Kilkenny Day.
The boys were encouraged to wear their Kilkenny
colours and cycle or scoot to school on this day. It was
great to see so many boys and parents arriving to
school on bikes and scooters.

Congratulations to Mrs. Larkin who won the
I.N.T.O. crossword competition for November.
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Writers of the Month

Green Schools
This month’s Green School theme was “Biodiversity
– all living things”. Four boys from Room1
presented their projects on badgers to the whole
school assembly via zoom.

The boys in all classes have been busy practising
writing in various genres. This month these genres
included recount writing, narrative writing,
explanation writing & procedural writing. Teachers
chose a winner from each class, taking into account
effort, neatness, spelling & language of genres.
A big well done to all the boys & to the winners of
course!

Presenters are: Nathan B, Admad, Milo and Mason.

Some highlights in Scoil Iognáid de Rís this month.
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Mrs. Moloney’s 2nd Class
All the boys in Room 1 worked really hard again this
term! We really enjoyed Science Week and had great
fun trying out our experiments and making lava lamps
and erupting volcanoes. Lots of budding scientists
tried out the experiments at home and shared on
Seesaw.

We were thrilled to receive the lovely Spraoi annuals
and Christmas pencils and have really enjoyed all the
activities.
We learned Jingle Bells on tin whistle and also
Bualadh Bos as Gaeilge. We are also having some fun
learning some Lámh Sign Language and can wish you
a Happy Christmas using Lámh!
The boys in Room 1 have most definitely earned a
very well deserved relaxing break. Nollaig Shona
daoibh go léir!

We have been hurling every Tuesday at lunchtime
with Mr.Bergin and we are learning lots of new skills
and having so much fun out in the field. We also had
a wonderful hurling session with Brían Ryan and he
was so impressed with us that he promised he would
be back to see us in the New Year.
We have just finished our Stay Safe Programme and
had lots of discussions in class.
In SESE we have been learning all about Buildings
and Homes this term and we enjoyed using our school
iPads to find lots of interesting information. We
studied the fox and badger homes and were surprised
to learn that the Badger is so neat and tidy in his setthe even has an outside toilet!!

Congratulations to Ahmad Raza who won Writer of
the Month for Recount Writing.
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Mr. Reidy’s 2nd Class
Room 2 have been really busy and have had lots of
fun since their mid term break. The boys really
enjoyed Science Week which took place from the 8th
to the 15th of November. The boys completed lots of
experiments and learned about a famous scientist
each day of the week.

They were delighted to receive their Christmas
annuals provided by the school recently and have had
great fun completing them.
Learning about colours
Another highlight for the boys this term has been
taking part in hurling training sessions with Mr.
Bergin.
The boys were also treated
to a training session by
hurling coach Brían Ryan
which they really enjoyed.
They boys have also been
working on their throwing
and catching skills in their
P.E lessons and have also
taken part in soccer drills.
They have completed various art activities which they
also really enjoyed.

The boys have had great fun with all of the Christmas
activities that have taken place in recent weeks.

Well done to the boys on all of their fantastic work
this term. Keep up the great work in the new year.
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Ms. Brennan’s 3rd Class
We have been very busy learning and having fun in
Third Class over the last few months.
We continued our work on a project with Karen, an
artist connected with the Irish Heritage Council, who
has an interest in nature and biodiversity. There was
lots to talk about on the topic of wildlife in our local
area and then, we made art and notebooks through a
live online session.
Third Class also took part in an online sculpture tour
of St. Canice's Cathedral, led by Sarah, a researcher
in the History department of Trinity College, who
answered our questions at the end.

Along with all our usual work on the 'Spellings for
Me' programme, our Tables (including using the
school iPads to play games!) and of course, our
reading and writing, we also did lots of Science
experiments, including making simple circuits.

We got dressed up for Christmas Jumper Day too of
course! Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from all in the Computer Room!

Mrs. Ryan’s 4th Class
Room 5 boys have enjoyed working on recount
writing since Halloween. Syd Harkin and Diarmuid
Kealy were our writers of the month for November
and December.
My day in Croke Park by Syd Harkin.
Last year my Dad and I went to Croke Park to watch
Kilkenny vs Tipperary. When I woke up my Mama
was dancing to the Rose of Mooncoin in the kitchen.
We packed sandwiches and treats for the trip and
went in my Grandad’s car.

We have been lucky enough this term to have our Tag
Rugby sessions every Thursday with Noel, as well.

When we parked the car we walked for a long time
around Dublin city. It was my first time in a big city.
We found a Liverpool shop while we were wandering
around the streets and my Dad treated me to a new
Liverpool jumper. We got to see all the sites around
Dublin including the Spire. Then it was match time.
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We made our way to the North side of the city and
straight away we could see Tipp and Kilkenny jerseys
everywhere. There were men and women selling
headbands and flags on the side of the road and we
got a headband each. As we arrived nearer the
stadium the crowds got bigger and bigger the loser we
got. When we arrived at the stadium we scanned our
tickets and entered Croke Park. We picked up a
programme and made our way to our seats. There
were loads of steps to climb, all of a sudden I could
see light coming from the top of the stairs. As we
reached the light the roar of the crowd made the hairs
on my arms stand up. The stadium was bigger and
louder than I expected.The players looked so small on
the pitch and these were so many faces in the
crowd.The ball was thrown in and the match was on!
It was neck and neck and the crowd was roaring. I
shouted and screamed “Go on the Cats!” and “ Go on
Kilkenny” until my voice cracked. All of my shouting
was no good as Tipperary were the winners of the
day. It was the longest trip home ever. I can’t wait to
go again.

There were 2 major Art themes this month. The first
was works by the artist Wayne Thiebaud, who is
known for his colorful works depicting commonplace
objects—pies, lipsticks, paint cans, ice cream cones,
pastries, and hot dogs—as well as for his landscapes
and figure paintings

and the second theme was “Our Winter scenes…”
inspired by “Hunters in the Snow” by Pieter Bruegel.
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Tag Rugby by Caleb Feehan and Josh Dunphy
Every Thursday at 11am for the last 5 weeks we got
into the field for tag rugby. Noel is a very good coach.
The skills we learned was how to 1 catch better 2 kick
better 3 pass better 4 run faster. These skills are
beneficial to rugby and other sports. We enjoyed the
"Country Game" which was a lot of fun. "No Man's
land" was another great game.

The boys have fun taking part in Science Week 2020.
Tadhg Buckley and Charlie Brett wrote about an
experiment in class.

Art by Daniel Tuohy and Stephen Mc Cormack
Earlier this term we did art inspired by the painting
"The house by the railroad" an oil painting from the
1920's by Edward Hopper. Our class did charcoal
works of art based on the painting which is dark and
moody, but the house has a bright orange chimney.
There were white screens, lots of windows and a big
back yard with a hatch leading to a basement. There
was a railway track at the bottom of the painting. We
loved this art activity so it is one of our favourites.

During science week we did an experiment where we
put a skewer through a balloon and tried to make sure
that it didn't pop. The reason the balloon didn't pop
was how the latex moved around the wooden skewer.
Only some boys were able to not pop the balloon.

We are looking forward to the Christmas holidays &
will be back in January ready for lots of work.
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Mrs. Bolger’s 4th & 5th Class
I would like to take this opportunity to praise all the
boys for the Trojan work they have put in over the
past few weeks.
In early November for Science Week they blew me
away with the quality of the experiments they
uploaded by video on seesaw.

We also enjoyed a virtual tour of the Reptile Zoo and
St Canice’s Cathedral via Zoom.
We have been lucky enough to have Noel Devlin
every Thursday for the past 5 weeks developing the
boys’ rugby skills. The lads are really enjoying these
sessions and are giving the drills and games their all.

These are just
some of the great
artwork the boys
have being making
recently.
Hope you all have
a lovely break and
best wishes for
2021.
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Ms. Minogue’s 6th Class
Room 7 have been really busy since mid-term! The
boys have been working really hard and having lots
of fun along the way too!

We have been studying Brazil in geography and the
boys completed some fantastic projects both on paper
and PowerPoint.

In History the boys have been extremely interested in
their WWII studies and are now reading the novel
‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’. We created some art
inspired by ‘The Blitz’.

We also learned about the history of Norman Ireland
and Kilkenny Castle and completed an online
workshop with ‘Dig it Kids’. The boys Kilkenny
Castle models turned out great!
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For science week we really enjoyed our science quiz
and daily science activities. We loved completing our
STEM Spaghetti and Marshmallow challenge! No
doubt we have some future engineers in Room 7!

There are definitely some artists among us!!! We
covered Paint and Colour, Drawing and Printing this
term!

Paint and Colour

We covered lots of number activities in maths but also
looked at 2D shapes this term and the boys linked this
with tessellations in their visual arts…
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We finished the Novel ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar and it
was a really popular book with the boys.
Some of our reviews are here:

In Irish we focused on the theme of ‘An Scoil’ and
the boys completed some excellent essays.

What a productive term we have had!
The Room 7 boys have worked so hard and led the
school by example with their behavior and
responsible attitudes. They are now looking forward
to a well deserved Christmas Break! 😊

Mr. Leahy’s 5th Class
5th Class have been working extremely hard since the last news letter. Science Week was a huge success
and a huge thanks to all who helped to make our science experiment videos. Everyone had great fun and
learned a lot.
We have been busy constructing our Christmas Trees and Photo Frame Decorations and the boys are
looking forward to bringing them home.

Finally we just want to say a huge 'Nollaig Shona Daoibh' to all of you. Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year. We look forward to seeing all the boys back in January.
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Ms. Ní Bheacháin’s 6th Class

Room 6 has been very busy over the past few weeks,
and we have been working really hard. The
excitement for Christmas has been building, and the
boys are looking forward to their holidays.

We were delighted to welcome a new boy to our class
last month – Hammad Tajoury. The boys have helped
him settle in and he is a great addition to the class.

This term we have been learning all about the Native
Americans. We learned lots of interesting facts about
the original settlers, made dream catchers, and put a
massive effort into researching different Native
American tribes for our collaborative projects. We
were all so impressed by the quality of the work
produced by the boys.

We had great fun during Science Week doing lots of
fun and interesting experiments.
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We investigated non-Newtonian fluids by making
Oobleck. It was super fun to play with…. not so much
fun to clean up!

We learned about electricity, made simple electricity
circuits and investigated which materials were
good/poor conductors of electricity.

The boys enjoyed their ‘Mysterious Microbes’
workshop. The boys investigated how to stop
microbial infections from spreading and how they can
be prevented with improved hygiene. The boys loved
using the UV light and glow in the dark powder to
investigate how germs can spread. It was pretty gross!

We’ve also been very busy making great Art over the
last month We hope you enjoy it as much as we
enjoyed making it.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020 – 2021
TERM 1:
Tuesday, 22nd December:

Christmas Holidays. Closing 12.15pm
(downstairs corridor)
12.30pm( upstairs corridor)

TERM 2:
Wednesday, 6th January:

Re-opening after Christmas holidays.

Monday 15th – Friday, 19th February:

Mid-term break. (School closed)

Wednesday, 17th March:

St. Patrick’s Day. (School closed)

Friday, 26th March:

Easter Holidays. Closing 12.30p.m.

TERM 3:
Monday, 12th April:

Re-opening after Easter Holidays.

Monday, 3rd May:

Bank Holiday. (School closed)

Monday, 7th – Friday, 11th June:

School closed.

Wednesday, 30th June:

Summer Holidays. Closing at 12.30p.m.

Considering the current circumstances, this calendar is subject to change. The Department
of Education may decide our calendar for the school year 2020/2021. We will inform you
as soon as we possibly can if there is to be changes

** School holidays have been agreed between CBS Primary and Presentation Primary.
** The calendar is not complete and may have to be amended from time to time but due notice will be
given of any changes.
** PLEASE KEEP THIS CALENDAR FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

Nuachtlitir Scoil Iognáid de Rís

