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Edmund Rice 250th Birthday – 1st June 2012

Fáilte
With the arrival of our summer
holidays we can finally look
forward to some un-hurried
mornings and leisurely evenings. As
one of our 5th class poets wrote,
“Goodbye school, hello summer”.
Our final term has, as usual, been
packed with academic work and
extra-curricular activities. As well as
our annual school tour we took a
group of pupils to the Aviva Stadium
to see the Irish International soccer
team play Bosnia in preparation for
Euro 2012. Our choir travelled to
London, while at home we received
our green flag and celebrated
Edmund Rice 250 with cup-cakes and
balloons.

Our hurling came to a close with a
wonderful display in the Roinn A
Quarter Final.
Our best wishes to our 6th class
pupils who will graduate at the end
of this week. We wish them every
success and happiness in their new
schools.
On a poignant note, we remember
with great fondness and gratitude
our former principal Br. Seán
Murphy who passed away on
Wednesday, 9th May 2012.

Up, up and away go 250 balloons to celebrate the 250th
Anniversary of the birth of Edmund Ignatius Rice.
Our school was looking absolutely resplendent on Wednesday,
30th May this year, with the front of the school awash with 250
balloons in the school colours. That morning each boy in the
school walked out to the front of
the school with his class teacher
to tie a balloon onto our railings,
one balloon for each year since
the birth of our founder, Edmund
Ignatius Rice.
In the afternoon of the same sunsoaked day, staff and pupils met
in our front garden for a short
prayer service, untied one balloon
each and gathered in the school
playing field. Conducted by Mr.
O’Reilly each boy released the
balloons simultaneously and
shouted a loud, happy birthday in
Edmund Rice’s memory.
Everybody present then received
a colourful and very tasty
cupcake before retiring back to the classrooms for a short period.
There was a tremendously birthday-like atmosphere in the school
throughout the day and the boys were more than happy to have
homework off that night.
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CBS Boys Choir London 2012
Our school choir went to London from 7th – 9th June.
We departed from the Gaol Road on Thursday
morning at 4 am. It was an early start but we didn’t
mind one bit as we were all so excited. As soon as
we arrived in London the fun and activities began.

Madame Tussauds was my favourite part of the
choir trip because they had lots of fascinating wax
sculptures including Leonordo DiCaprio, Barack
Obama, The Beatles and many more famous icons
and actors.

Our first stop was Madame Tussauds, the wax
museum. We saw wax figures of many actors and
scenes from old to recent movies. Next stop was a
guided coach tour of London which included
Westminister Abbey, Houses of Parliament,
Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square and the Tower of
London. That evening we were brought to a show at
the nearby Three-Sixty Theatre. The show was the
famous “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”,
which was brilliant.

Small Group on The London Eye.
The Natural History Museum was my second
favourite event because it had interesting facts about
rocks and fossils which I enjoyed immensely. I also
enjoyed the earthquake experience. It showed you
what it would be like if you were in a supermarket
during an earthquake.

Group at London Bridge
The following morning, Friday, we all headed off to
visit the Science Museum, which had a lovely gift
shop. We stayed there for over two hours. We also
visited the Natural History Museum, Hyde Park and
Kensington Gardens which was also very enjoyable.
After our breakfast on Saturday morning we left our
hotel to go on a Thames River Cruise and a flight on
the London Eye. Following that we went to the
largest shopping centre most of us had ever seen.
This brought our trip to London to a close.
We were sad to leave Lonon behind but our parents
were glad to see us arriving back safely at 11.15pm.
We all had a great time and we would like to thank
Mr. Brennan, Mr. McCarthy and Mr. O’Reilly for
looking after us so well and having such patience.
By Brian McDonald, Room 6

My third favourite activity was the Thames River
Cruise. We passed under many famous bridges even
the one that was blown up in “Harry Potter and the
Half Blood Prince”. The trip was very enjoyable and
relaxing.
By David Buckley, Room 6

Group on the River Thames Cruise.
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Green Flag May 2012
On Monday, 21st May,
two boys from our Green
School Committee, Chase
Lefarr and Adam Walsh,
together with Mr. O’
Reilly, Principal and Ms.
Boyle who is our Green
School
Co-ordinator,
travelled to Cork to
receive our Green Flag,
which was presented to
Chase and Adam by
Minister
for
the
Environment, Mr. Phil
Hogan. After the presentation a lovely lunch was
enjoyed by all, before returning home to Kilkenny
with the flag.
Later in the week, all the staff and pupils of the
school gathered together in our front garden to
witness the raising of the flag.
The official “Flag Raising Ceremony” will take
place next September. We will inform you all of the
details of the ceremony in early September.

Hurling 2012
We started out trials last
December on a very cold day. Our
manager picked a panel to train
through the winter. After that we
were split into an A panel and a B
panel.
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The team would like to thank Mr. Keane and Mr.
Cunniffe for all the support and help they gave our
manager Mr. Bergin.
By Feargus Byrne, Room 10
A Panel Below
Declan Coffey, Jamie Ryan, Leon Hayes, David
McCormack, Ben Maher, John Delaney, Feargus
Byrne, Jamie Phelan, Fiachra O’Callaghan, Oisín
Murphy, Joe Murphy, Oscar Bennett, Colm O’Hara,
Seán Dowling, Pacey McFarlane, John Fitzpatrick,
Jamie Malone, Michael Butler, Stephen Butler,
Nicky Burke and James Griffin.

B Panel
Dean Ryder, Niall Flanagan, Leon Hayes, Liam
Dowling, Michael O’Brien, Ben O’Shaughnessy,
Daragh Quinlan, Brandon Walsh, Seán Dowling,
Oscar Bennett, Niall McEvoy, Oisín Tynan, Jack
Walsh, John Fitzpatrick, Pacey McFarlane, Luke
Kinchella, Dylan Kinchella, Mitchell Synnott, James
Griffin, Fiachra O’Callaghan and Cormac Kennedy.

Rocky Road to Poland

The A’s played eight games,
winning four and losing four.
Having come fifth in the group we
secured our place in the quarter
finals.
We played our quarter final
against Gaelscoil on 30th May, a
beautiful sunny day. The game itself was very close
through-out. The boys displayed great courage and
determination, playing beautiful, skillful hurling.
Our opposition were physically bigger and on the
day, I think that gained them their narrow victory.
Throughout the season we had great fun training, no
matter what the weather was like. Everyone on both
panels tried their best and everyone definitely
improved a lot.

On Saturday, 26th May a group of boys from Mr.
Bergin’s and Mr. Cunniffe’s class took a trip to The
Aviva Stadium in Dublin to see Ireland playing
Bosnia Herzegovinia. We left Kilkenny at 11.00am
sharp. When we arrived in Dublin we had our lunch
near Baggot Bridge beside the Grand Canal.
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Some boys had their
photos taken beside
“Patrick
Kavanagh”.
From there we walked to
the Aviva Stadium. On
the way we stopped to
buy flags and scarves.
We saw Irish soccer
legend, Paul McGrath
outside the Berkley
Court Hotel. Then we
got to the Aviva. We sat
down in the West Upper
Stand and watched the
match from there. In the first half there were lots of
scoring chances but at half time there was still no
score.
In the second half both teams picked up the pace and
we sensed something was about to happen. In the
83rd minute Shane Long from Gortnahoe, got a
header that beat the world class keeper, Begovic,
and the Aviva erupted. Aidan McGeady was
announced “Man of The Match”. Then the final
whistle blew. We arrived home at about 7.40pm.
What a day!
By Nicky Burke & Stephen Holden, Room 6

School Trip 2012
Senior Trip to Cork
On Friday, 1st June, our senior classes went on our
School Trip to The Titanic Experience in Cobh and
Fota Island Wildlife Park. We had to be up bright
and early to be in by 8.15 am, which was our time of
departure. There was great banter on the bus,
including chanting and singing. After arriving we ate
our first lunch before going into the Titanic
Experience. Every boy was given a ticket which said
the name and class of a passenger. Mine said Roger
Tobin, 3rd class. At the end of the tour you could
check a list to see if your character died or survived.
Sadly, most died, including “me”. There were
Titanic models, holographs, cinema rooms, sounds,
touch-screen technology and much more. We were
guided by a holographic crewman and several tour
guides.
After that it was back on the bus and over to Fota.
On arrival we ate our second lunch and then we
were allowed to roam as freely as the ducks in the
park. There were buffalos, monkeys, giraffes and
more. The park attendants put meat on a zip wire
over the cheetah cage. We were allowed in to the

4

gift shop for fifteen minutes. Then back on the bus
home to be collected at 6.30pm. All in a day’s work.
By Cathal Maguire, Room 8
Junior Trip to Tayto Park
On Friday, 1st June I went
on my school tour to
Tayto Park, in Ashbourne,
Co. Meath. I arrived at the
school at 8.00am. Shortly
after, we got on the bus. I
sat beside Orán. He was
funny and made me laugh.
When we arrived in Tayto
Park we ate our small
lunch, then met our Tour
Guide, a man called Paul.
First we got a tour of the
Tayto Factory. Two million bags are made every
day. We never got to taste any though.
After the factory Paul brought us on a nature trail to
see all the wonderful animals in the park. We saw
the corsac fox, buffalo, wallabies, skunk, ocelot and
emus, to mention just a few. There are only 35 Amur
Leopards left in the wild today but there are 200 in
captivity. The Tayto Park has two, and we got to see
them. There is also a reconstruction of a native
American village in Tayto Park and we got to go
inside a Tee-Pee tent. It was cool.
After that we had a picnic with our teachers and did
some shopping in a really cool gift shop, called the
Lodge.
After meeting Mr. Tayto we
went to enjoy some activities.
I visited the Geronimo Thrill
Zone
and
Eagle
Sky
Adventure Zone, which was
my favourite. We were able
to get drinks and snacks in
the teahouse in “TreeHouse”. Some boys did
Rock-Climbing and Bucking
Bronco.
Our day in Tayto Park flew
by quickly. We each got a
bag of taytos going home. We
arrived home at around 6.00pm, safe and sound. It
was my best school tour so far because the Balloon
Battles and all the activities were really cool and all
the exotic animals blew my mind away.
By Vincent Roberts, Room 5
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Swimming Gala
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Sports Day 2012

Boys from 2nd class competing in the baloon race.
Swimming Gala Squad, Very Back Row L-R Oisín
Murphy, James Kennedy, Feargus Byrne and Daniel
Docherty. Next Back Row L-R Luke Gannon, Joe
Murphy, Louis Walsh, Declan Coffey and Conor
McCarthy. 2nd Row Tadhg Harrison, Oscar Bennett,
Michael O’Brien and Jack Walsh. Front Row L-R
Kian Dunne, Eoin Tuohy, Josh Leahy and Vincent
Roberts. Medal Winners Gold, James Kennedy,
Silver, Declan Coffey, Bronze, Joe Murphy, Louis
Walsh, Daniel Docherty and Michael O’Brien.

Our annual sports day was held on a sunny Tuesday,
19th June this year. As the heats of the sprint races
were held on the previous week, the sports day
activities started with all the sprint finals. Our
novelty races came next, followed by the finals of
the long distance races. The relay between 4th, 5th
and 6th classes completed the days activities with the
2nd class tug of war final between Room 2 and Room
3 held on Friday morning, 22nd June, with Room 3
claiming victory.

Presentation of Cheques 2012

6th Class, Room 10 Relay Team – Gold Medalists

Left – Right, Adam Walsh presenting a cheque for
€1,200 to Br. Dermot Ambrose, Edmund Rice
Development, towards their work in Zambia. Br.
Dermot has spent 30 years working there. At the
back, Mr. O’Reilly Principal and Mr. Dónal
McCarthy, Deputy Principal and Fundraising Coordinator. To the right, Adam O’Sullivan presenting
a cheque for €1,000 to Kevin O’Donoghue,
representing St. Vincent de Paul Society.
The boys raised a total of €3,135.26 in their annual
Lenten Campaign, this year.

A Victor Ludorum Trophy is presented each year to
one boy from each class standard who scores the
highest points in four disciplines, the sprint, the long
distance race, the poc fada and this year the cic fada.
The winners of the Victor Ludorum this year are:
2nd Class Kian Dunne, 3rd Class Cillian Lawrence,
4th Class Charlie Maher, 5th Class Leon Hayes and
6th Class Ben Maher.
The Victor Ludorum trophies for each class, the
special sports awards and individual sport medals
were presented to the respective winners on Friday,
22nd June at our annual Award Ceremonies held in
the school hall. We thank the Parents’ Council who
sponsored goodie bags for all the pupils who
participated in the sports.
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Junior and Senior Awards
On the arrival of our annual Junior and Senior
Award Ceremonies, we can be sure that our school
year has almost come to an end. Each year we like to
acknowledge the great efforts made by our pupils in
the various disciplines and aspects of school life,
reward them for the positive contribution they have
made to the school and of course encourage them
going forward. The Junior Awards were held on the
morning of June 22nd. They were hosted by Mr.
Dónal McCarthy, Deputy Principal and the
presentations made by Ms. Caroline Boyle.
We believe that the pupil’s attendance has a major
influence on their performance at school so in 2006
the Class of ’59 offered to sponsor certs, medals and
a special perpetual trophy made by Mr. Seán
Brennan, to the best attenders each year.
The Best Attendance Awards were followed by the
presentation of certs for good behaviour. Boys who
score an average mark of 80% or more during the
year receive a cert. This year we had a success rate
of 94%, which is most encouraging for the staff and
the pupils and their parents.
After being entertained by the boys from Ms.
Curran’s 3rd Class, who performed an excellent
drama called “Fantastic Mr. Fox”, special awards
were presented to five boys from each class to
acknowledge their efforts and improvements during
the year.
The school has long been associated with sport
which helps young people to develop physically and
socially, gain good friends and learn some coping
skills, helping them to adapt to a changing
environment. Medals were presented to the winners
of the Sprints, Long Distance and Novelty Races,
Balloon Race, Poc Fada, Cic Fada and the 2nd Class
Tug of War. The Victor Ludorum, best over-all
athlete, was presented to Kian Dunne in 2nd Class
and Cillian Lawerence in 3rd Class.
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Browne” and “Nessun Dorma” by the CBS Boys
Choir, under the direction of their Choirmaster, Mr.
Seamus Brennan, accompanied by his daughter
Fiona on piano. The choir boys then received their
medals for vocal technique.
Mr. O’Reilly acknowledged the service which Mrs.
Noreen Kinsella has given to our school before
retiring last February, and the late Br. Seán Murphy
who died in his 93rd year on 19th May this year. The
Gaelic Games Awards were presented by Mr. Bergin
and Mr. Cunniffe, who have given so much of their
time this year to the promotion of sport in our
school.
Of the major awards that were presented, Andrew
Flanagan from 6th Class received the “Kathleen
Kelleher Award” for musical achievement, Charlie
Maher 4th Class Victor Ludorum, Declan Coffey 5th
Class Long Distance, Leon Hayes 5th Class Victor
Ludorum, Ben Maher 6th Class Victor Ludorum and
Over-All Sports Person of the Year, Michael Butler.
A Hurler of the Year, Seán Dowling B Hurler of the
Year, Stephen Holden Footballer of the Year,
Feargus Byrne Soccer Player of the Year. After
being entertained by Oisín Murphy and Tom
Quinlan on piano, Luke Kinsella was awarded the
gold medal for Best Attendance over five years in
our school. We congratulate the 6th Class finalists
who came so close to winning the gold medal, Craig
Coye 5th Class on winning the silver medal and
Michael O’Brien, Cormac Kennedy and Colm
O’Hara on winning the bronze medals.

6th Class Graduation
Our 6th Class Graduation Ceremony will take place
in the school hall on Wednesday, 27th June. All
pupils of 6th class and their parents are invited to
attend.

After some short piano pieces played for us by John
McKinley, James McKinley and Tadhg Harrison,
Mr. McCarthy thanked the parents and Parents
Council for the huge contribution they have made to
the day to day running of our school.

The evening will consist of a short prayer service,
the pupils’ reflections on their years in the CBS
Primary School and words of congratulations by the
Principal and the class teachers. Each of the pupils
will receive a souvenir booklet, a graduation
certificate and a small gift from the Board of
Management.

The Senior Awards, with more or less the same
order of events, was hosted by Mr. O’Reilly,
Principal, who was in turn supported by Mr.
McCarthy, Deputy Principal. The ceremony was
opened by a splendid performance of “Jimmy

The Graduation Cake and other treats are being
generously sponsored by the Parents’ Council.
Looking forward to meeting everyone on the night
starting at 8pm. We wish our 6th class pupils every
success and happiness in the years to come.

