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‘We Care, We Share’ 

 

Our Lenten Campign has 

been another huge success 

raising €3,287 for our 

nominated charities. As 

usual our sponsored 

activities included nature 

walks, board-gameathon, 

soccer tournaments, bowling 

tournament at the Kilkenny 

K-Bowl Complex, readathon 

and an old-time skittles 

tournament. For the last 

thirteen years the appeal has 

been coordinated by  

Mr. Dónal McCarthy, 

Deputy Principal. Despite 

recessionary times we have 

raised €20,000 over the last 

five years alone. The greater 

percentage of the money has been used to support the CBS 

missions abroad, but a substantial amount of money has also been 

given to local charities like The Carlow/Kilkenny Homecare 

Team, The Samaritans, Jack and Jill Foundation, St. Vincent de 

Paul, Multiple Sclerosis, CBS Mission, Special Olympics Ireland, 

The O’Neill Centre, Irish Cancer Society, SOS Kilkenny and 

Crumlin Children’s Hospital. 

 

To coincide with our ‘We Care’ Lenten Campaign this year we 

were delighted to welcome Dick Fields and Br. Declan Power to 

our school on Wednesday, 20
th

 February to talk to the children 

about their own experiences on the missions and to explain to the 

pupils of CBS how  their money is spent. Br. Declan told the boys 

about a school he established in Sudan in 1995. A group of thirty 

seven young people travelled over three hundred miles to enrol in 

the school. Unfortunately two of them died while making the long 

journey. New classrooms were built to accommodate  those who 

did survive the journey. They  reminded the boys that the great 

work done by CBS Missions in thirty five countries of the world 

today, all started with one man, Edmund Rice. Dick Fields told 

the boys about his work with the ‘Street Children’of South 

America. The boys were particularly interested in hearing about a 

young boy who is brilliant at soccer and whom Dick believes will 

be the next ‘Messi’.   

 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

I have informed the Board of 

Management of my decision to retire on 

28th August this year when I will have 

completed 38 years as a teacher. 

 

I have been very blessed and privileged 

to spend 35 of those years in the CBS 

Primary School, Kilkenny. My years 

here have been very happy and fulfilled 

as a class teacher and school principal. 

There have been many changes and 

improvements in those 35 years and I 

wish to sincerely thank all those that 

I’ve worked with over the years in 

developing the school and providing a 

good education for all our pupils. 

 

The main reason I’ve been so happy 

here is due to the quality of relationships 

within the school community. We’ve 

been blessed with excellent staff, 

parents, Boards of Management and 

pupils who, working together and 

playing their part, have created a 

wonderfully happy atmosphere in which 

people develop and flourish. 

 

I will miss the CBS Primary School but 

will value the happy memories and great 

friendships that I’ve made over the 

years. The Board of Management will 

soon start the process of selecting a new 

principal and I wish them every success 

in their work. 

 

Again I thank you for your friendship, 

support and generosity over the years. 

God bless you and your family. 
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Winter Hurling Leagues 

Cup Final Winners - Galway 

 

The last game of the Winter Hurling League for 

Galway and Limerick was the Cup Final and it 

definitely did not disappoint. A huge crowd showed 

up expecting a good game since both teams had a 

very close encounter when they met earlier in the 

group stages, Limerick winning by only two points. 

The final was a very tough and physical game. In the 

end Galway were victorious, in a game that could 

have gone either way. Just before the final whistle 

Limerick drew level but after a quick puck out 

Galway worked the ball up the field to their captain 

Oscar Bennett, who scrambled the ball into the 

Limerick net to win the game for Galway. Everyone 

really enjoyed the Winter Hurling League. We 

would like to thank Mr. Bergin and Mr. Cunniffe 

and all the teachers who came out to referee the 

games. 

By Oscar Bennett 

 

Cup Final Runners Up - Limerick 

 

 

 

 

Shield Final Winners - Clare 

 

 

This year, in the Winter League,  Clare and 

Waterford contested the Shield Final. After a very 

tough match Clare were eventual winners on a 

score-line of 4 – 4 to 2 – 3. The captain of Clare was 

Oisín Murphy and the captain of Waterford was 

Jamie Ryan. Thanks to Mr. Cunniffe for refereeing 

the match. Both teams got medals and everyone was 

very happy.   

 

Shield  Final Runners Up - Waterford 

 

 

Credit Union Quiz Winners 

On February 5
th

 this year, five CBS teams took part 

in the St. Canices’ Credit Union Quiz. There were 

twelve rounds of six questions after which one team 

from CBS and one team from St. Canices’ Co-Ed. 

School were on equal points in the U13 section. As a 

result both teams had to meet at the Credit Union in 

High Street to decide on a winner. After two more 

rounds of questions both teams were still level. It 

took one more round followed by a sudden death 

round before the CBS emerged as eventual winners. 
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The members of the winning CBS Team were 

Declan Coffey, Oscar Bennett, Niall Flanagan and 

Kevin Murphy – Kennedy.  

 

The CBS Under 11 team are also to be congratulated 

as they were runners up in the Junior Section of the 

quiz. That team consisted of Cuan Dignan, James 

Phelan, Tadhg Harrison and Jaolo Maralit. 

By Kevin Murphy - Kennedy 

 

County Champions and All-Ireland Finalists 

Oscar Bennett, Niall Flanagan, Kevin Murphy-

Kennedy and Declan Coffey. 

 

As winners in the County Final our Under - 13 team 

proceeded to the Chapter Final, on March 3
rd

. The 

boys came second securing themselves a place in the 

All-Ireland Final which was held in the RDS in 

Dublin on Sunday April 7
th

. The Quizmaster for the 

All-Ireland Final was Marty Whelan. One hundred 

teams from all over the country took part. Our team 

did phenomenally well, scoring 59 points and 

finishing in joint 10
th

 position. 25,000 children from 

all over Ireland participated in the Credit Union 

Quiz this year. We are very proud of our finalists, 

seen in the above photo. 

 

Green Schools 

Last year we successfully achieved our first Green 

Flag for our tremendous work on managing and 

improving litter and waste in our school. We, as a 

school reduced the amount of waste going to land-

fill by an impressive 63%. This year our Green 

Schools’ Committee is reformed and working on our 

second theme which is ‘Energy’, with the intention 

of securing our second green flag. To this end our 

aim is to conserve energy and reduce our E.S.B. 

bills. Our 6
th

 Class pupils are very busy recording 

daily meter readings, while all individual classes are 

committed to saving energy. Each class has an eco-

monitor to ensure this is done.  

 

Our pupils will soon be able to get back out into the 

school garden and are eagerly awaiting the arrival of 

the spring bulbs they planted earlier in the year. As 

April is National Spring Clean month, our school 

will be doing our bit to make a special effort to 

increase awareness of the importance of keeping the 

school’s surrounds clean and tidy.  

 

Also in April we are looking forward to our visit 

from Mark Nolan, an environmentalist from 

Wexford, who will carry out workshops with the 

pupils on Green Bee Education. We will be busy 

bees indeed.  

 

By Ms. Caroline Boyle Green School’s Co-ordinator 

 

The Green School Committee for 2013 is Jake 

Coyne Room 1, Dylan Deegan Room 2, Finn 

Desmond Room 3, Adam Walsh Room 5, Ben 

O’Shaughnessy Room 6, Eamon O’Connell Room7, 

Jaolo Maralit Room 8, Chase Lefarr Room 9, 

Declan Coffey Room 10, Mr. L. Browne Eco-

Monitor Co-ordinator, Mr. C. Leahy Staff 

Representative, Mr. S. Brennan Community 

Representative, Mr. R. Doheny Caretaker and Ms. 

Boyle ,Green School Co-ordinator. 

 

Monitoring Energy Usage 

Every day at 8.55am, 10.45am, 11.00am, 12.30pm, 

1.00pm and 3.30pm we both check the electricity 

usage monitor and record the reading for our 

teacher, Mr. Browne. We work out the average 

energy that’s used each day and each week. We also 

learn from our graphs when most electricty is used 

during the day. It is interesting to note how much is 

also used each night and each weekend. The reason 
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we do this is that we care about our environment and 

want to reduce our energy usage and our energy 

bills. 

 

By Eamon O’Connell and Dean Kiely 

 
Mr. Browne Eco-Monitor Co-Ordinator with Dean Kiely and 

Eamon O’Connell, Meter Readers. 

 

Engineers Week 

This morning we went to the Castle Park with our 

teacher Mr. Cunniffe for Engineers Week. When we 

arrived we were led into a room where we all got 

maps. There we met Richie, our instructor. We were 

split into four groups. We had to answer some 

questions and count cat prints so that we could guess 

how many cats there were. We did a quiz and 

sketched John’s Bridge. We met an army man who 

told us all about bombs. Some boys got to wear a 

suit. We answered some more questions before 

saying goodbye to Richie. 

 

By Niall Byrne and Bartok Stuczynski Room 6 

 

Radio Station Visit Room 1 & Room 3 

On Monday, the 4
th

 of March 

Room 1 and Room 3 were 

visited by the SOS Radio 

Station. We spoke about lots 

of interesting things like our 

First Penance and our First 

Communion. Some people 

even told jokes like; Why did 

the orange stop running ? 

Because it ran out of juice. 

After that we all sang a song 

called ‘This is the day’. Then 

we all talked about the subjects we do in school. The 

leader, Pat asked us what our favourite song is. 

Some boys sang ‘Gangnam Style’. It was great fun. 

 

By Bobby Schneider Room 1 

Rice Cup – Soccer 

The Integration and Support Unit for New 

Communities, Mount Sion, and the Football 

Association of Ireland hosted another successful 

Rice Cup on Wednesday, March 6
th

 in Mount Sion 

in Waterford. As usual we entered two teams but 

unfortunately we lost the title which we won last 

year. However, it must be said that all boys did their 

best on the day and enjoyed their trip to Waterford 

and a day’s break away from the usual classroom 

activities.  

 

By supporting the competition each year, our school 

shows how much we care about actively supporting 

newcomer communities as we integrate with each 

other in a manner of mutual respect. Our soccer 

panel this year was: 

 

Padraig Hally, Nathan Fitzpatrick, Nazar Biletsky, 

Michal Dudek, Maciek Dudek, Paul Hayes, Jacob 

Vichiuri, Kylle Abubo, Dylan Doyle, Ben Kenny, 

Vinny Roberts, Mateusz Zych, Cian Holden, Cathal 

Maguire, Adam Doyle, Dylan Campion, Charlie 

Maher and Chris O’Connor.  

 

Law Enforcement Torch Run 

 

On Tuesday morning, March 19
th

 the pupils and 

staff of CBS Primary School lined the pathways in 

front of our school to welcome the Special Olympics 

Torch together with a group of very special people 

who dedicate themselves to supporting Special 

Olympics. The group included  Law Enforcement 
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Officers from around the world whose mission is to 

increase awareness and raise funds for the Special 

Olympics movement. Also in the group were Special 

Olympic athletes and athletes from Kilkenny’s 

secondary schools. 

 

This year they commemorate the 10
th

 anniversary of 

the summer games 2003. On the Kilkenny leg of 

their run they visited the CBS Primary School to 

thank the pupils and staff for the funds they have 

raised for Special Olympics Ireland. Locally based 

Sergeant Gary Gordon, followed by a member of 

PSNI and an FBI agent from America all spoke to 

the children about the Special Olympics. The pupils 

of the school waved the torches they made in art 

class the previous week as the party left to continue 

their run. The run started in SOS, Callan Road and 

ended in the Castle Park.  

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Our annual Seachtain na Gaeilge commenced on 

Tuesday, 19
th

 March with a Tráth na gCeist for our 

senior classes and the traditional, Cé hé Mise quiz 

for our junior boys. Thursday, 21
st
 March was 

designated Green Day in honour of St. Patrick’s 

Festival. Our Seachtain na Gaeilge Concert was 

really enjoyable and a great success again this year. 

A big thank you to the teachers and pupils for all 

their hard work and dedication in preparing for the 

event. Here is a brief outline of the items which were 

performed by the various classes. Seomra 1 – Dán 

agus Amhrán, Seomra 2 – Scéal/Dráma - Oisín agus 

Niamh i dTír na nÓg. Seomra 3 – Dánta. Seomra 5 – 

Dráma- Timpiste sa Chlós. Seomra 6 Dráma agus 

Amhrán ar ainm Mrs. Browne. Seomra 7 – Amhrán 

ar ainm Mama Mia agus Rince Ballaí Luimnigh. 

Seomra 8 – Amhrán ar ainm Grenade (Bruno Mars). 

Seomra 9 – Amhrán Molly Malone. Cian Ryan 

accompanied his class on key board. Seomra 10 – 

Amhrán ar ainm Footloose agus Abair Leat. The 

concert finished as always with Amhrán na bhFiann.  

Finally congratulations to Ben Malone from Room 5 

who is dancing in the World Championships , in the 

City West Hotel, in Dublin during the Easter 

Holidays. Ben dances with the Malone School of 

dancing and will dance solo and in a set. Ben started 

dancing when he was around three years old in 

2006.  

 

 

 

 

 


